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British and French possessions in Farther India as far
north as China. Thus of independent Indo-China nothing
now remains except the almost dismembered kingdom of
Siam, which is preserved from extinction only by mutual
agreement between her all-powerful neighbours.

Westwards the British rule is unchallenged in Balu-
chistan, while its overlordship is practically accepted by
the Amir of Kabul. The frontiers of the British sphere
of influence are thus here conterminous with the Persian
monarchy, while Persia herself is kept together solely by
the jealous watchfulness of British and Eussian rivalry.
Au analogous position is held by Turkey in Asia, which, as
made manifest by passing events (1895-96), is prevented
from breaking to pieces, and even permitted for yet a little
while to keep the cup of her iniquities at overflow, by
the conflicting interests of the leading European Powers.

Turning to the Far East, we still meet almost every-
where with unmistakable evidences of growing Western
influence. A primary result of the Chino-Japanese war
of 1894-95 has been to show the utter helplessness of
China herself, the lack of the true national spirit cap-
able of concerted and heroic action on occasions of
extreme emergency, and the consequent dependence of
this unwieldy empire on the European Powers for her
very existence. After being worsted in the war, she was
saved from dissolution by the direct intervention of
Russia, France, and Germany, which prevented the suc-
cessful side from gathering most of the legitimate fruits
of victory, and even from establishing a protectorate
over Korea, ostensible cause of the hostilities. In
February 1896 local disturbances even brought about a
joint occupation of the capital of this kingdom by the
forces of several European Powers, Hence, pending its
ultimate fate, it was found convenient to retain the
account of Korea in the chapter devoted to the Chinese